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Virus Origins

ÅDiscovered in late fall of 2019 

in Wuhan, China.

ÅCOVID-19 comes from coronavirus disease.

Å“Corona” (Latin for “halo”) 

ÅOther notable coronaviruses are:

ïSARS in 2003

ïMERS in 2012



Virus Transmission
ÅTransferred via respiratory droplets. 

ÅIncubation is between 2-14 days.

ÅEasily spread from person to person. 

Å80% have mild symptoms.

ÅVirus survival rate:
ïIn Air: 3 hours

ïCopper: 4 hours

ïCardboard: 24 hours

ïStainless Steel/Plastic:
3+ days 

(nih.gov)





Pandemic of Global Proportions

www.cdc.gov–March 21, 2020

http://www.cdc.gov/


High Risk Populations

The Lancet

ïOlder adults (>65 years 
old)

ïImmuno compromised

ïSerious chronic medical 
conditions: 

ÅHeart disease

ÅDiabetes

ÅLung disease



Preventing the Spread



What Does it Mean to 
Flatten the Curve?

Å“Social Distancing” prevents large surges in new 
cases.

ÅSufficient

resources to deal

with all patients.

Australian Department of Health



How are Governments Preventing the 
Spread of COVID-19?

ÅClosing schools.

ÅFast-tracking vaccine development & test kits.

ÅScreening (quarantine) for some travelers.

ÅTravel restrictions.

ÅEncouraging telecommuting.

ÅCanceling large social events.

ÅShelter-in-place mandates.



Mandatory Quarantine

ÅQuarantine - separation of people (or 
communities) who have been exposed to an 
infectious disease. 

ÅIsolation- separation of people who are 
known to be infected.

ÅBoth the Federal and States have this power.

ÅLast Federally enforced during the 1918 
Spanish Flu pandemic.



How is the Government Treating 
COVID-19?

ÅEnact war-time measures to increase 
manufacturing of essential supplies.

ÅFederal bailout and stimulus bill was signed into 
law on Friday.

ÅDeveloping a vaccine.

ÅFast-tracking new 
medicines.

ÅRelaxing regulations.



Preventing the Spread in the 
Workplace

ÅScreen workers for fever of 100.4°F.

ÅStaggered breaks/social distance.

ÅSanitize all reusable PPE.

ÅEnforced frequent handwashing.

ÅRelaxed sick leave policy.



Preventing the Spread in the 
Workplace

ÅClean/sanitize frequently touched surfaces, multiple 
times a day using sanitizers proven to kill COVID-19.

https://www.epa.gov/pesticid
e-registration/list-n-

disinfectants-use-against-sars-
cov-2

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2


Keep Employees Safe

ÅRequire the sick to stay home.

ÅCancel visitors to the facility.

ÅCancel any up upcoming trips for employees.

ÅLimit employee interaction (social distancing, etc.).

ÅLeave deliveries and pick-ups on the dock (at the door) 
and monitoring through cameras.

ÅEmploy medical screening for all.



What Should Leadership Do Now?

ÅCommunication

ÅTraining

ÅMedical Screening

ÅContingency and Mitigation 

Planning

ÅBusiness Continuity

ÅEmployee Hygiene Practices

ÅVigilance



Medical Screening
ÅScreen workers for fever of 100.4°F or higher upon 

arrival, each day.

ÅEncourage employees to get flu shot.  

ïWon’t protect against corona, but will keep more 
employees from missing work.



Develop simple 
training materials 
and post them in 
visible areas, so 

that your 
employees can 
easily reference 

them.

www.med.emory.edu/PPE



Reassuring Facts to Consider

ÅNot likely to be spread through:
ïFood and water

ïPackaging (imports) 

ÅFood Supply is secure.

Å$2 trillion emergency relief bill has passed.

ÅFewer new illnesses in China and Italy.



GaMEP COVID-19 
Resources:

Å Informational Webinars
ÅReference Websites
ÅFact Sheets
ÅFAQ
ÅResources
ÅComing Soon: COVID-19 

Business Guide

www.gamep.org/coronavir
us

http://www.gamep.org/coronavirus


Do You Need Help Developing or 
Improving Your Infectious Disease 
Preparedness and Response Plan?

https://oshainfo.gatech.edu/virtual-compliance-assistance-form/

ÅRecorded Webinar Training
ÅPlan Template
ÅLink to CDC, OSHA and other 

resources
ÅVideo conference to provide 

feedback & answer questions
ÅReview and feedback on your 

draft plan

What’s included:

To Register: 

https://oshainfo.gatech.edu/virtual-compliance-assistance-form/


References
ÅCenters for Disease Control: 

https:// www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.htmland CDC 
Environmental Cleaning and Disinfection Recommendations for 
COVID-19

ÅWorld Heath Org: https:// www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus

ÅTravel Advisories: 
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-
travel.html

ÅFDA: https:// www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-during-
emergencies/food-safety-and-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19

ÅGA Department of Agriculture (GDA): 
https:// georgia.gov/agencies/georgia-department-agriculture

ÅFEMA website: https:// www.fema.gov/nbeoc

ÅGa MEP: www.gamep.org/coronavirus

Researchers are constantly expanding our 
knowledge on this disease.  Visit these sites 

for the most recent information and 
recommendations.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html
https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel.html
https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-during-emergencies/food-safety-and-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://georgia.gov/agencies/georgia-department-agriculture
https://www.fema.gov/nbeoc
http://www.gamep.org/coronavirus


Questions?

GaMEP: www.gamep.org/coronavirus
SHES: https://oshainfo.gatech.edu/virtual-compliance-assistance-form/

Wendy White ςwwhite@gatech.edu

http://www.gamep.org/coronavirus
https://oshainfo.gatech.edu/virtual-compliance-assistance-form/
mailto:wwhite@innovate.gatech.edu

